83 thanks anto the Father, which bath: 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the & 
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a Saints f in light. 


w hic hath hitherto proceeded from Adams Loins, be 


departcd out of this Life, and are ſeen no more among 


* us; yet we mult not therefore think that they are ceaſed to 
be, or to live : For ſtill their Souls are as really alive in the o- 
ther Wo , as we are now in this. And as it is with us here, 
that ſome ive ill, and others well: So it is with them too; only 
in an higner degree. For ſome, and as we have juſt caule to fear, 
the greateſt part of them live with the Fiends of Hell in the 
Infernal Pit, where they have no Light, nothing but Dark- 
neſs and Horror to the utmoſt extremity round about them: 
Where they are always weeping and wailing and gnaſhing their 
Teeth, fretting and tormenting themſelves at the remembrance 
or their former Sins and Follies : whereas Chriſt himſelf hat 

told us, The worm dieth not, and the fire # not quenched: (Mark 
9. 44.) That is, their Conſciences, like greecy and inſatiable, 

Worms are always gnawing, and the fire of God's Wrath is 
continually burning in their Breaſts, never to be quenched or 
abated. They cannot forbear thinking of what they have 
done, though every thought cuts them to their very Hearts, 


— 


and ſeems ready to ſplit them in ſunder. 


They cannot forbear looking upon God, altho? they can ſee 


nothing in him but the wrath and ae 6 which they them» 
ſelves have kindled ; which ſo incenſes an 


Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made uu Pe 
meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of the 


1 4 ' Lthough the greateſt part of the numerous off ſpring, 


enrageth their Minds, p 
that they are all in a flame with fury and indignation at them- 
ſelves for it. By which means they are continually, as it were 
upon a Wrack, Diſtorted, Afflicted, Diſtracted, Confounded ; : 
hurried about from place to place, but can find no reſt, no 
uiet ; every thing is uneaſie and troubleſom to them: Vea, 
Ihey are a burden to themſelves, they cannot endure themſelves, 
but wiſh Ten thouſand times they had been better, or had never 
been at all, or could ceaſe to be, or could be any thing bur 
what they are. But all in vain. And which is worſt of all, 
they do not only ſuffer the extremety of Pain and Anguiſn at 
preſent, but they can ſee no end of it: Yea, they ſee there will 


e — , 


a * SD 9 "+, 
be no end art all, being fully affured, that this muſt be their © 9 
Portion fer rtr => 1 
= Whereas on the other fide, there are others, who are not + 
g only free from all the Miſeries and Torments which thoſe poor 


Creatures undergo, bur always live in Heaven, in Light ang 


Love, and Joy, and Peace, and Glory, the ry char they 
g, are able to imagine or deſire; being brisk and lively, chearful - 
be and pleaſant, Holy and Happy all over. And that too (as we 
1g © ſhall Ke more preſently ) not only now and then, but continu- 
to ally; nor for ſome time only, but to all Eternity: 
o- Now we who are ſtill upon Earth, are as yet in neither of 
e, theſe States, neither ſo extreamly miſerable as rhe firſt are, nor 
ly ſo perfectly happy as thoſe are, we ſpake of laſt: but as it 
r, were in the middle between both. But ſo ſoon as ever we de- 
1e Part out of this Life, we ſhall be immediately in one of them, 
Kk. as Certainly as we are now here. And I do not queſtion but 
: that you all hope for and defire the latter, even to live with 
ir thoſe Bleſſed Souls which enjoy perpetual reſt and felicity in 
ce the other World: And that one great end of your coming hi- 
h ther at this time, is to learn what you muſt do in order to 
k it. And verily ye do well to take all opportunities you can 
e, | get, of being affiſted and directed in it. For it is a great thing 
is that you propoſe to your ſelves, which can never be arcain'd 
2r without e be and pains about it. And you are hot cer 
ze | tain how long time you have to do it in, but moſt certain it is 
ts, not very long. But bleſſed be God, you are all as yet in a 
Capacity of obtaining it, and it is your own fault if any of you 
| ſhall happen to miſs of it. For Almighty God plainly ſhews 
n» how deſirous he is to have you live with him, and ſo be hap- 
s, py in the other World, in that he his ſtill pleaſed to afford you 
n- äll the means that he hath appointed for that purpoſe : Wit- 
neſs your meeting together here at this time, to joyn together 
; in Prayer to his Divine Goodneſs for his Aſſiſtance in the pur- 
{ſuit ot it; and to be put in mind of the courſe and method 
a, Which you are to take for the accompliſhment of ſo great and 
good an end. Concerning which therefore I ſhall give you 
the beſt and plaineſt Directions I can from the Words which 
Thave now read. In which we may obſerve. _ e 
3 I. What kind of Perſons they are, who are or ſhall be hap» 
py in the other World; They are Saints. i (7 
II. The Happineſs they enjoy there, here call'd the -Inheris 
; ſtance of the Sainte in light. 7 
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talers of it. 


IV. All who are ſo qualified, muſt aſcribe it wholly unto 4 
Goc, and give him thanks for it, as we ſee here St. Pau! doth, * 
Grving thanks to the Father, who hath made us meet to be partakers 7 


of the inheritance of the Saints in light. 


Firſt therefore as to the Perſons who live fo happily in the 
other World, they are here called Saints. Ir is the Inheritance 
of the Saints, of all the Saints, and of them only. It is pro- 
per and peculiar to them, fo that none elſe have any Right or 
Title to it, nor cat ever have any part or portion in it. And 
that there is ſuch Company and Society of Men in the World, 
which are truly called Saints, cannot be deny'd by any Chri- 
ſtian; it being one of the Articles of our Creed, Wherein we 
profeſs to believe, there is a Communion of Saints. And unleſs 
we be of that Communion, we can never partake of the Inhe- 


ritance of the Saints. | 


But the great queſtion is, what it is to be a Saint ? or wo 
may be truly or properly calld Saints, Men of Holineſs, or 
Holy Men, as the Word ſignifies ? But this we can never ful- 
ly underſtand, unleſs we farit ſtate the true Notion of Sanctity 
or Holineſs, from whence they are ſo called. Now Holineſs or 
Sanctity in its higheſt perfection, is one of the Perfections of 
God himſelf, who often calls himſelf The Holy one of Iſrael, (Eſal. 
89. 35.) and ſometimes abſolutely, The Hoh One. (Amos 4. 2.) 
And as he ſometimes ſwears by himſelf at other times he ſwears : 
by his Holineſs: Whereby he gives us te underftand, that he 
bimſelf is Holineſs, or, which is all one, Holineſs is himſelf his 
own Divine Nature or Eſſence. And that's the reaſon why 
they who partake of his Holineſs, are ſaid to partake of hi Di- 


vine Nature. ( Heb. 12. 10. 2 Pet. 1. 4.) 


And hence it is, that when the holy Angels would celebrate 
the Praiſes of the moſt High God in the higheſt manner they * 
can, they cry, Holy, Holy, Holy i the Lord of Hoſts, the whole © 
earth i full of hs Glory. (Iſa. 6.3. Rev. 4. 8. And hence allo it 
is, that when God defign'd to make Man after his own Image, 
as like him as a Creature could be, he made him perfe&ly holy. : 


7 


And now that this Image is defac 


III. They who deſire to enjoy that Happineſs muſt be duly 3 
qualified for it, or as it is here expreſſed, made meer to he pr. 


d in us, if it be reſtor'd again 
to any Man, fo that he becomes a new Man, he is faid to be 
Freated after God, that is, after the likeneſs of God, in righte- | 
aouſueſs and true Holineſs, (Epheſ. 4. 24.) So that this is the 7 
= : | | great, 


9 


r „„ Jo | 
y > great Perfection wherein we — 4 at firſt made, and ought 
again to become like to God our Maker, who therefore Com- 
o mando us to be Holy, as he is Holy. 4s he who hath called yor 
h. & holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of Converſation. (1 Pet. 1. 15.) 
„ From whence it appears, That though we cannot be holy in 

the ſame meaſure as God is, who is ſo without and beyond all 


ne {| meaſure; yet we ſhould be fo after the ſame manner as he is, 
ce ot rather our holineſs ſhould be of the ſame kind or nature with 
o- his, and as like it, as it is poſſible for it to be. 


or Hence therefore as Holineſs, when attributed to God, de- 
1g notes the Purity and Excellency of his Divine Nature, where- 
d. | by he is exalted above all things elſe: So when attributed to 
: } Men, it ſignifies the purity and excellency of their Nature, 
ve whereby they are refined and raiſed above the reſt of Man- 
kind. This the Apoſtle teacheth us, where he oppoſeth Ho- 


lineis to uncleannefs, ſaying, God hath not called us unto unclean- 


«47 2 neſs, but unto holineſs. ( 1 Theſſ. 4. 7. Pfal. 16. 3.) And David, 
ho Where he calls the Saints that are upon earth the excellent; Im- 
nl plying, that Saints as ſuch, excel all other Perſons, by reaſon 
al. t their holineſs, that is the higheſt excellency which their Na- 
iry dure is capable of. Which therefore doth not conſiſt in any 


or Particular Acts or Habits either of the Soul or Body, or both 
-of dogether, but in the rectitude or due temperament of our 
fat, Nature in general. And indeed Holineſs, properly ſo called, 
3 is nothing elſe, but that pure and excellent Frame or Diſpoſi- 


irs tion of the whole Man, whereby all the Faculties of the Soul 
he 4 and Members of the Body, are reduced to their primitive 


TU 1 Conſtitution, and become ſuch as God at firſt made, and would 


+ 


hy {till have them to be; exerting themſelves in their reſpective 
Di. Places and offices, according to thoſe rules which he bath 
ſet them ſo that to our perfecting Holineſs, as the Apoltle 


ate peaks, in the fear of God, there is required a'right and clear 
wry Underſtanding, a ſound Judgment, a pure Heart, an obedient 
100 Will, a good Conſcience, and regular Affections, placed eve- 


5 i one upon its proper Objects in a due manner. And where- 
4 {vever the Soul (it I may fo ſpeak ) is thus all of a piece; all 
? Zover fuch as God would have ic to be, and fo agreeable to his 


TA Divine Will, there is true holineß, and ſuch a one may be 1 
"be | truly ſaid to be holy, yea, to be holy as God is holy, as being 


pure and excellent according to his finite Capacity, as Go 
be imſelt is in his infinite Perfections. 


Nou the true Notion of Holineſs - Sanity bein 


g thus 


1 06) 

briefly ſtated, we may eaſily 

ſons thoſe be, which are here called Saints. For in order 
to a Man's being a true Saint, he muſt firſt have ſo much 


knowledge of God and Chriſt, as is neceſſary to the poſſeſſing 1 
of his, Mind with a due ſenſe of his Divine Majeſty, and with 7 
right pprehenſions of the great Myſtery of our Salvation by : 


Jeſùs Chriſt. He muſt have a found Judgment in all thin 


eſpecially in the Fundamental Articles of rhe Chriſtian Faith, 
and in all the neceſſary Duties required in the Goſpel. He 
muſt have a pure and ſincere Heart. In believing all thoſe Ar- 
ticlas as revealed, and in performing all ſuch Duties as requt- 
red by God. Fic ruſt have a good Conſcience, and a Con- 
(cience void of all offence both towards God and towards Men. 
He mult have a pliable and obedient Will, ready upon all 
occaſions ro chuſe whatſoever his Underſtanding rightly - in- 
form'd, dictates to be good, and to refuſe whatſoever he ap- 
prehends to be evil. He muſt keep his Affections all in their 
proper order, fixed conſtantly upon ſuch Objects which they ; 
were at firſt fitted and deſign'd for. He muſt hate, abhor, and 
{hun all manner of Sin, upon that account only becauſe it is 
Sin, or the Tranſgreſſion of God's Law, and be heartily trou- 
bled that he was ever guilty of it. He muſt love God with 7 
all his Heart and Soul, and fo above all things in the World 

beſideg. He muſt bear no grudge, hatred, malice, or ill will 


again 


himſelf. 


underſtand what kind of Per- 


ay Perſon upon Earth, but love his Neighbour as 
He muſt hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and 


defire nothing ſo much as to ſerve and pleaſe God, and fo to 


have his Love and Favour, whatſoever it caſts him. He muſt * 
not fear them which can kill the Body, but Him only who 
is able to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell. He muſt truſt 7? 
in the Lord with all his Hear!, and ſupport himſelf under all 


the Circumſtanees and Occurrences of this Life, with an hum- 


ble confidence of his Goodneſs and Mercy in Feſus Chriſt. He 
muſt rej ce in the Lord always, both when he hath, and 
when he hath not any thing elſe to rejoyce in. He muſt be 
ſober and temperate, meek and humble, gentle and peaceable, 
faithful to his Word, true to his Friend, loving to his Ene- | 
my, charitabie to the Poor, kind and merciful, and juſt to all. 
In brief, he muſt be (1 Cor. 15. 58.) ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, i 
always abounding in the work of the Lord; as knowing that hu la- 


hour ts not in vaitt in the Lord. 


ſuch 


And that he may be ſure of. For he who hath artain'd to | 


er- ſuch an excellent Temper 8 this is, is certainly a real and 
true Saint, and therefore ſhall as certainly partake of that tran» 
ch ſcendent Happineſs, which is here called The Inheritance of the 
ng Saints in Light. It is called an Inheritance, or, as the word ſig- 
ith nilies alſo, a Lot, in alluſion to that Type of Heaven, the Land 


by of Canaan, which was divided among all the Children of Irae} 
. by Lot, and is all abng in the O44 Teſtamene called their Inhe- 
n, 


thy ritance. And ſo certainly is Heaven in a pro r and literal 
Je 7 Senſe, the Inheritance of the Saints. For they ing all rege- 
\r- 7} nerateand born again of God, are properly his Children; and 
ut- as the Apoſtle rightly argues, (Rom. 8. 17. ) If children then 
n- bers; heirs of God and joint-beirs with Chriſt. So that all the 
n. Saints or Sons of God, in whatſoever Age or Place they were 
all born again from the beginning to the end of the World, they 
in- are all Co-heirs, and ſo have an equal right and title to this In- 


P- } heritance ; not only to ſome part of it, but to the whole, and 
eir all and every one of them equally poſſeſs it all. It is not like 


ey an Earthly Inheritance, that is divided among the Co- heirs, 


nd |} ſome taking one part of it, and ſome another: But every one 


is that hath any ſhare in this Heavenly Inheritance, enjoy it all 
u- 1 himſelf, as much as if he was the Sole-heir, and there was none 
th elſe to partake of it but himſelf. „ 

ld 3} Neither are the Saints Joint-heirs only with one another, 


ili bur as the Apoſtle there ſpeaks with Chriſt himſelf. And if ſo, 


as their Inheritance muſt needs be very large; For ( Heb. 1. 2.) 
nd 7 Chriſt u appointed heir of all things. And it they be Joint-heirs 
to with him, as be ſure they are, every one of them mult inherit 
aſt all things too as He doth. And fo be ſure they do. For God 
ho ? himſelf aflerrs it, faying, He that overcometh, ſhall inherit all 
aſt 7 things: And I will be hy God, and he ſhall be my Son, (Rev. 21. 
all 7.) Where we may obſerve both the vaſt extent of this In- 

6 3 of the Saints, and likewiſe the reaſon of it. As to its 
Je extent, it is not confined to a Pariſh, or County, or King- 
ad dom upon Earth, no, not the whole Earth, nor to the Moon 
be nor Sun, nor to any Star, vor to all the Stars of Heaven, nor 
le, to the whole Heavens where they are, nor yet to the great= 
e- eſt part of the Creation, but extends it ſelf ro the whole. For 
Il, 4 they inherit al things; all things that are good or amiable, 
le, all things that are plealing or delightſom, alt things that are 


a> Y necefſary or convenient for them. All things they can de- 5 
re or hope for, all things they can love or take comfort in, 
all things that can any way . to their Happineſs. 
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As all things in the whole World ſhall dg one way or other. 


ter of joy and comfort to them when they are there. By 


on them at their New-birth, and when they come to full Age, 
actual poſſeſſion of all things, and then muſt needs enjoy 
What is there in the World, but what affords the Saints in 


| Heaven ſomething to delight and pleaſe them? The Heaven 
| of Heavens affords them moſt commodious and pleaſant Man- 


God, that = are not there. All the glorious Lights in the 
Firmament, afford them a moſt delicious proſpect. In ſhort, 


| rals, and Mineral, and whatſoever elſe God ever made, either 
4 — a 1 FE: | 8 4 
mn Heaven or Earth, afford them a clear and perfect view of 


with the higheſt tranſports of Joy and Wonder. 

Thus doth every Saint in Heaven inherit all things. All 
things are his. And it is no marvel], for God himſelf is his; 
3d as it follows in the place before quoted, He ſhall inherit all 
lf .. whings; and I willbe hu God, and he ſhall be my Son. He (hall be 
\ my Son, That's the reaſon he is an Heir: I wil! be hu God, that's 


that hath all things, cannot but have all things in him. Yea, 
 tnkinitely more than all things elſe; all things that God bt 
RN FE. ala Ep 1 838 FM: IT ö ma © 
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For even while they are upon Earth, all Things work to- 
2 for their good, how much more when they come to 
Heaven? Where they ſhall clearly ſee, how all things that 
1 ever happened to them through the whole courſe of their 
hk Lives, concurred to bring them thither : and fo will be mat- 


Which means, they will then take pleaſure, not only in all the 
evotions, Alms, and good works they ever perform'd, but 
likewiſe in all the Loſſes, Croſſes, and Difappointments, Pains, 2 
| Sickneſſes, and Troubles of all forts that ever befel them. 
„ Yea, and in all things that God ever made, or did, or ſufferd 
| to be done in the World. For all things are theirs, even while 
[they are here below, as St. Paul aſſure the Saints at Corinth, 
{1 ſaying, (1 Cor. 3. 21, 22.) All things are yours; whether Paul, 
. or Apollos, or Cephas, or the Warld, or Life, or Death, or things | 
4 preſent, or things to come, all are yours. All things are ſettled up- 


that is, as ſoon as they get to Heayen, thcy will have the | 


whatſoever any thing in the” World can afford them. And | 


fions. All the holy Angels there afford them their moſt agree- 
able Company and Converſation. All the Devils and Dam- 
ned in Hell afford them matter of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs to 


all the Animals, and Plants, and Earths, and Stones, and Me- | 


Bis Divine Perfections, which cannot but affect their Hearts 


the reaſon that he inherits all things. For he who hath him 


OY * | 
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made being in a manner nothing in compariſon of him that 


er. 
to- made them. Who therefore to complete the Happineſs of his 
to Saints, doth not only give them all he hath, but even himſelf 
nat too; ſaying, Iwill be their God, or rather, as the Words ſigni- ; 
elr ty, I will be God to them, By virtue of which Promiſe they en- 
at- joy not only whatſoever God hath made or done, but likewiſe 4 
By |} whatſoever he is, even all thoſe Infinite, Eternal, Imcompre 
he henſible Perfections which are concentred in him. 
ut hut here | muſt confeſs my ſelf at a loſs, not knowing how 
NS, to conceive, much leſs to expreſs either how the Saints in Hea- 
m. ven enjoy God, or how great an happiness that is to them? 
'd Only in general we know they ſee God Face to Face, as not 


le only St. Paul, ( 1 Cor. 13. 12.) but likewiſe St. Fohn acquaints 
hy us, ſaying, (1 John 32. ) Beloved, now we are the Sons of God; 
it, And it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be, But we know that 
a: when he (ball appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as 
p- be . | „ | 
e, From whence it is evident, That they fee God, not only as 
le J manifeſting himſelf in his Creatures, but as he is in himſelf. 
„Which blefled Sight muſt needs fill them with the highelt Joys 
d their finite Nature is able to bear. To ſee Wiſdom, and Po- 
n wer, and Greatneſs, and Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and Mercy, 
n and Immenſity, and Eternity; to ſee the Lord of Hoſts, the 
= 3 chiefeſt, the only Good; to ſee God himſelf ; unvailing him- 
> 7 ſelf, and ſhining forth in all his Glory before them; yea, to ſee 
- 7 him ſmiling, as it were, upon them, rejoycing over them, 
0 meanipg himſelf as well. pleaſed with them! Who is able to 
e conceive how much their bleſſed Souls are affected, delight- 
„ ea, tranſported with this bleſſed Sight? None certainly but 
- #3 only they that have it. They know, yea, they feel it to £ the 
r greateſt, the only perfect Happineſs they can poſſibly enjoy. 
t „ And that all things elſe could never fatisfy their deſires and fo 
make them happy, without this: Whereas this would do it 
without all things elſe. It being impothble for them to defire any 
thing, but what they have in God, Infinite Goodneſs it ſelf. In 
whom, by conſequence, all their Inclinations meet as in their 
proper Center; and fo their Minds are always at reſt and quiet, 
and their Souls full as they can hold of ſolid and ſubſtantial 
Joy, which makes them break forth continually into Praiſes and 
Hallelujahs to Almighty God, and to the Lamb that ſitteth up- 
on the hrone, who purchaſed ſuch a Glorious Inheritance as 
ſhis is for them, and ſettled it upon them for evermore. * 
355 we „ „ 
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But how can theſe things be? How is it poſſible for the are 
Saints in Heaven to fee God? To that the Apoſtle anſwers in Li; 
my Text, by calling it the Inheritance of the Saints in light. the 
It is true, All Men are born at firſt Spiritually blind, and ſo a ( 
generally live in the Dark, ſeeing no more ot God or any ſpiri- on 
tual Object, than as if there was no fuch thing in being. But we 
when a Man is born again, his Eyes are opened, and he is th 
turned from darkneſs to light, (Acts 26. 18.) as well as from the In 
power of Satan unto God. And therefore all ſuch are called pe 
the Children of Light; (1 Theſſ. 5. 5.) and the Children of the tu 
Day; becauſe they have a marvellous Light (as St. Perer calls it, pe 
(I Pet. 2.9 ) conſtantly ſhining in them, whereby they diſ- A fe 
cover many glorious things which lie perfectly hid to all other be 
Mortals. By this Eliſha's Servant, when his Eyes were opened, if fi 
faw the Moutain full of Horſes and Charipts of fire, ( Rings 6.17.) 0 
even a whole Legion of the Heavenly Hoſt, round about his & mM 
Maſter. By this St. Seephen ſaw the Heavens opened, and Chris B 
| ſtanding at the right-had of God, (Acts 7. 55, 56.) yea, by this h 
Moſes ſaw him that # invifible, ( Heb. 11. 27.) God himſclf. 1 
And thus all thar are real Saints, being the Children of Light, f 
fee more or leſs of God ; at leaſt fo much as to make them t 
Love, and Deſire, and Fear, and Truſt on him above all = 
things in the World. Indeed they canner ſee his Face and © 
live, as he himfelf told Moſes : But they ſee him as Moſes did.. 
( Exod. 3 3. 20. ) in his Back- parts, in his Works, the Effects 2 
and Products of his Divine Perfections. And the reaſon why 7 1 
they cannot ſee his Face and live in this World, is becauſe they 
are ſtill in their imperfect State, and therefore cannot poſſiblix «+ 
have a per ect ſight of fo glorious a Being; or if they had, tt 
would ſtrike them dead, for they could not poſſibly bear it: 
or as ob expreſſeth it, Job 3 1. 23. by reaſon of hu highneſs they 
could not endure, fo as to live under it. But ſeeing God himſelf - 
_ faith, that no Man ſhall ſce his Face, and live; He thereby 
_ "gives us to underſtand, That ſome ſhall ſee his Face when they 
are Dead, and departed out of this Life. a ; 


And fo queſtion leſs do all the Saints that are in Heaven. 
For they live ina City, Rev. 21. 23. which hath no need of the 
5 un, nor of the Moon to ſhine in it: For the glory of God. doth ligh- 
cen it, and the Lamb the light thereof. Or as the Prophet Iaiab 
words it, Ifa. 60. 19. The Lord # to them an everlaſting light, So 
that as the Sun is to us upon Earth the fountain of all that Light 
whereby we ſee any Object here below; ſo to the Saints that 


e 


=_ | II . 
the are above in Heaven, God himſelf is pleaſed to iſſue forth 
in Light immediately from himſelf, which exceeds the light of 
ghe. the Sin, infinitely more than that exceeds the glimmering 
i ſo Ja Gloworm. Neither doth it only ſhine, as the Sun doth, up- 
ir- on them, bur into them, and fo enlightens themſelves too, as 
well as all things that are about them. And what is there in 
is the World which they cannot ſee by ſuch a Glorious, ſuch an 
2 Infinite Light as this is? By this light they fee not only the ſu- 

F perficies, but the very ſubſtance and contexture of every Crea- 
ture they have a mind to look upon, as exactly as if it was 
perfectly anatomized and laid open before them. By this they 
7 ke the ſeveral vertues, qualities, and operations of things here 
below, and the great ends and purpoſes for which they are de- 
J ſigned. By this, they ſee rhe cauſes of the ebbing and flowing 
X the Sea, and other great Phœnomena of nature, which ſs 
much puzzle Philoſophy, and make it bur a meer Conjecture. 
By this, they ſee the ſecret and wonderful Powers that God 
hath put into all Animals and Vegetables, of propagating their 
reſpective Species, ſo that none of them ever did, or can ever 
fail to be in the World. By this, they ſee both the compoſi- 
tion and the ſeveral motions of the Sun and all the other Pla- 
nets, as well as fixed Stars, and what influences they have up- 
on terreſtrial Bodies. By this, they ſee the wiſe eſtabliſhment 
of ſecond Cauſes, how they depend upon one another, and 
all upon the firſt. The ſight of which, and fuch-like things, 
muſt needs be an extraordinary pleaſure to them; by reaſon of 
the moſt admirable Art and Contrivance they obſerve in them; 1 
and alſo becauſe their faculties are by this means employed tio 
the proper uſes, for which they were made, and to which 
they therefore tend. For as God made all things for the ma- 
nifeſtation of his own Glory, he endued Men with Reaſon on 
purpoſe, that they might behold and admire the glory of thoſe 
Perfections, which he manifeſted in them. And hence it is, 
that (all things naturally tending to their end) all Men na- 
turally deſire to know, and many apply their minds wholly to, 
| | find our ſuch things as thoſe are. An if they can but guels at 
any of them with the leaſt ſhew of reaſon, or ſo much as pro- 
bdability, they are mightily pleaſed with it. But what a pleas 
fure then muſt it be, to have a full view and proſpect of them 
and of that infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs which a 
peareth in them, as the Saints in Heaven have, by that light 
which ſhines upon their Inheritance? 
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Moreover, by this Light ar Koper: back upon their former 
lives, and ſee the ſteady Hand of 


uſe or other of every one of them, to work them over to him- 
ſelf. By this, they ſee God's infinite Love and Govudneſs to 
his Church Militant here on Earth, in all the ſtraits and dith- 


culties he brings it into, and how good and neceſſary it is for 


it, tkat every thing ſhould be juſt as itis 
By this, they ſee the holy Angels and all their fellow Citi- 


zens in the new Hieruſalem, and converſe familiarly with them, 


as we do with one another. By this, they ſee their ever Bleſ- 
{ed Saviour, the Eternal Son of God in their Nature exalted 
at the Right Hand of the Father, far above all Principality, 
and Power, and Might, and Dominion, and every Name that 
is named in Heaven or Earth. By this, they fee all the Glory 
Which the Father hath given him, as he himſelf once prayed 


they might. ( Foh..17. 4.) Yea, by this, they ſce the moſt 


High God Face to Face, even as we ſee the Sun by his own 
light: and that too, as clearly, as fully, as perfectly as it is poſ- 
fible for Creatures to do it. Which ſo Refreſhes, enlivens, ele- 
vates, and cheers their Spirits, that their are always rejoycing 


and linging, and praiſing God; admiring, adoring, magnify- 
giving thanks to his Almighty ; All-glorious, and All- 
gracious Majeſty, Father Son and Holy Ghoſt, for His Crea- 


ing an 


ring, Redeeming, and Sanctifying them ſo as to bring them 


through the various changes and chances of this mortal Lite, to 


ſuch and Inheritance, incorruptable, undefiled, and that fadeth 


not away, eternal in the Heavens, in Glory, in Blifs, in Light 


it ſelf. 


rovidence ordering and over- 
ruling, not only the greater occurrences, but even the leaſt cir- 
cumſtances in them; and the Holy Spirit of God making ſome 


And now we are got upon the Mount, how well may we 


fay with the Apoſtles, (Matt. 17. 4.) It is good for us to be here: 


Let us ſet up our Tents, and well continually upon the Con- 


templation of his glorious Inheritance of the Saints in light! 


But alas ! how far as yet are we diſtant from it? how unwor- 
thy of ii? how unmeet for it? What a deel of Work have we 


to do before we can get thither ? But bleſſed be God we are in 


the ready way, living in ſuch a Church wherein we have all | 


things that can be deſired in order to it. Let us not then de- 
ſpair, but uſe the utmoſt of our care and ſtudy to qualifie our. | 


felves aright for it, and we cannot miſs of it. 


For which purpoſe therefore let us conſider in the 2 5 


F 1 — RT 
pace, how we may be rightly qualified, or as the Apoſtle 
th Saints in Light? * = 

Where we may obſerve by the way. That the Apoſtle 
here ſuppoſeth, or rather rakes it for granted, that all Men are 
not meet for it. Than which nothing can be more certain. 
None being meet to partake of the Inheritance of the Saints, 
bur only they who are Saints themſelves. God himfelf hath 
excluded all others from it, by his eternal and irreyocable De- 
cree, ( Heb. 12. 14.) that without holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. And inded, none but Saints are Subjects capable of it. 
For all others being itill in ther natural and ſinful Eſtate, their 
Minds are ſo ſtuffed with vitious and groſs Humours that they 
cannot ſee the light; and ſo wholly inclined and bent upon ſen- 


ſual Objects, that they can take no pleaſure in the Joys of Hea- 


ven. But rather being altogether unclean and carnal, they have 
an utter averſion, if not an Antipathy, againſt ſuch pure and 


1 ſpiritual Delights, as being directly contrary to their corrupt 


Nature. Inſomuch that Heaven it ſelf would feem more like 


Hell than Heaven to them. The Place would ſeem melan- 
 cholly, the Company irkfome, the Work tedious, the Light 


troubleſom, every thing uneaſie and diſagreeable. 
As ſuppofe it ſhould pleaſs Almighty God to take us all up 


immediately from this Place into the highelt Heavens, and there 


ſer us all juſt at our Saviour's Elbow. All ſuch who are real 
Saints among us, who love God above all things, how glad 


* would they be to ſee him they love? to ſee their Saviour ſhin- 


ing in all his Glory? How ſuddenly would they ſtriłke up with 


the Choir of Heaven in ſinging forh the praiſes of him that 


brought them thither? What infmite pleaſure would they take 


anche Place, the Work, the Company, and every thing they 


ſee there? but as for others, who are ſtill in their fins, and 
mind only Earthly things, how fad and diſconſolate would they 
be; they would wonder to ſee the Saints fo pleaſant and joyful z 
for as for their parts, they can ſee nothing there, which they 


care for. In the midft of light they would be ſtill in darkneſs: 
In forrow. in the midſt of joyes. They cannot hear that hea- 


venly Muſick ; or if they did it would found harſh, all Diſcords 


to them. They cannot raſt of thoſe ſpiritual Dainties; or if they 

| did, they could not reliſh, nor find any ſweetneſs in them. 
They cannot fee the Face of God; or if they did, they would _ 
not be pleaſed, bur terrified and confounded at it; and wh 3 


X 


ere ſpeaks, made mett to be — of this Inheritance of 
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with all their Souls to be out of that ſad Place, again, that they miglit 


mind the buſineſs, and enjoy the pleaſures they like better. If that be 


Heaven they never deſire to come there any more. And all becauſe they 
want that Principle of true grace and holineſs, which would make them 
Saints, and ſo capaciate them for the enjoyment of thoſe holy Pleaſures, 
whithout which a blind Man may as well delight in Pictures, the deaf in 


Muſick, yea à brute Beaſt in Mctaphyficks, as they in heaven or in God 


—_—_ Sb V 
By this therefore we may ſee how neceſſary it is to be holy before we 
can be happy; pure in heart, before we can ſee God, real and true Saints, 


before we can partake of their Inheritance in ligt. And by conſequence, 
as ever we defire to go to Heaven when we dye, we muſt take care while we 


live, to get our hearts purged from all corrupt Affections, our Minds en- 
lightened and our Souls ſanctified throughout, and inclined wholly unto 
God, ſo as to prefer him at leaſt in ſome degree before all things elſe; 
that ſo we may go out of this Word, rightly diſpoſed and fitted ro behold 
the light of his Countenance, and to ſolace our ſelves in it, as the higheſt 
Object of our Souls deſires. And then we may be ſure that our deſires 


ſhall be fully ſatisfied ; For our Souls will be no ſooner looſned from our 


Bodies, bur they will be immediately carried up to Heaven, and there pars 
take of the Inheritance of the Saints in light. And at the laſt Day, our Bo- 


dies ſhall be united to our Souls again, and then both in Soul and Body, 


we ſhall enjoy all we can deſire tor evermore. = 


* 


But who is ſufficient for theſe things * how can we who were Born, and 


have lived ſo long in Sin, ever be made ſo pure and holy, as to be meer 
to live with Saints and Angels, with Chriſt and God himſelf in the World 
to come? Ir is, I confeſs, no eaſie matter: But howſoever it is poſſible 
for every one here preſent to be ſo. Nay more than that, none of us can 
fail of it, unleſs we be failing to our ſelves in our endeavours after it. As 


we may eaſily perceive, if we do but conſider how others have been; and 
To how we our ſelves may be ſanctified or made Saints, if we do but ſet 1 
dur ſelves in good earneſt about it. „ „„ 1 
bor which End, we may obſerve, That this being too great a Work for 


us to do by our own ſtrength, the Eternal Son of God himſelf was pleaſed 
to undertake it for us. And for that purpoſe, having taken our Nature 
upon him, he gave himſclf for us, as to redeem us from all Iniquity, ſo 


(Tir. 2, 14.) to purifie to himſelf a peculiar People, zealow of good Works, 
And ſo he is made unto us, Wiſdom as well as Righteouſneſs ; Sanfifica- 
riow as well as Redemption; ( 1 Cr. 1. 30.) that as we are juſtificd and 


redeemed from our Sins, ſo we may be made Wiſe and holy through him ; 


who is the Fountain as of all the good things we do or can Enjoy, fo like- 


wiſc of all the goodneſs and vertue we are or can be endued with. It all 


flows from him; who therefore tells us, (Joh. 15. 5.) that without him 


we can ao nothing. But by him, there is nothing but we caa do. As St. 


Paul found by experience, ſaying, (Phil. 4. 13.) I can do all thing. 
through Chriſt which ſtrengtheuet j mum. : 


_ Hencs 


great Work for us, is, that we believe in him. | 
| ( A#126, 18.) that we are ſanf#ified by faith that u in him. Not by be- 
lieving only his Goſpel in general to be true, but hy believing particularly 


Fr 


for the begetting and encreaſing of it. 


to Chriſt, who although he be now in Heaven as to his humane Nature, yet 
he is always preſent with us here below, both in his divine Perſon, and alſo 
by his holy Spirit, and ſo is ready upon all Occaſions 30 aſſiſt us in our eu- 
deavours atter Piety, and to crown them with chat Succeſs, as to make us 
fincerely Pious. For whith purpoſe, as he ſanctified our human nature in 
general by aſſuming it into his Divine Perſon ; ſo he ſanctified our humane 
Perſons in particular, by making us parta kers of his Divine Nature: Which 
he doth, by ſending his holy Spirit, of the ſame divine Nature with himſelf, 
into our Hearts, wich by degrees makes us alſo holy and ſpiritual, and ſs 
in our Capacirics, like unto himſelf, and partakers of his own Nature. 
Now the great thing which he requires of us, in order to his doing this 
For ke himſelf faith, 


in himſelf, ſo as to have a ſure truſt and confidence on him, to give us 
ſuch Illuminations and Aſſiſtances of his holy Spirit, whereby we may be 
turned from darneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, and 
ſo be made ſincerely, as he is infinitely Pure and Holy. And indeed, this 
is the firſt and great thing that we ought to believe and truſt in our Savi- 
our for: and that which is the Foundation of all our other expectations 
from him. For we have no ground to expect either Pardon, or any other 
Bleſſing at his Hand, until we repent and be converted. But if we firmly 


believe and depend upon him in the firſt place for Grace to repent and turn 


to God, and ſo to become holy and new Creatures, according to the pro- 
miſes that he hath made us to that purpoſe; as he vill then moſt certain- 
ly perform ſuch Promiles to us, ſo all the other Bleſſings that he hath pur- 
chaſed for us, will then follow in courſe, For if we be truly ſanctified and 
made Holy, then our Sins will be all pardoned, our Perſons juſtified; out, 
Duties accepted, God reconcil'd to us, and at length our Souls eternal ly 
ſaved. But all theſe things depend upon our being firſt Sanctified by hin; 


 &s that doth upon our belicving in him. = 
Baut Faith, as che Apoſtle ſaith, (Epheſ. 2. 8. ) is the Gift of God; and 
therefore if we deſire to believe fo as to be ſanctified, we muſt ask and ex- 


pect it from him, in the uſe of thoſe Meanes which he hath appointed both 
We muſt Read, and Hear, and 
Meditate upon his holy Word. We muſt Faſt and Pray, and receive the 


Sacrament of our Lord's Supper, For theſe are the ordinary Means whicly 


God hath eſtabliſh'd in his Church, whereby to make known himſeff unto 


us, to convince us of the truth and certainty ot his Promiſes, and ſo work 
and confirm in us a true belief of them, by the power of the Holy Gholt, 
v nich for that purpoſe doth continually aſſiſt and influence the adminiſtra- 
tion and performance of ſuch Duties; which therefore are not only holy 
Duties in themſelves, but the Means too whereby we may become holy... _ 


Buer for that purpoſe, we muſt perform, not only one or more, but all 


Hence therefore if we defire to be made holy, we mult apply our ſelves 
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of them, fo as to go through the whole Courſe that God bath pre 8 5 | A 
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Pr che healing of our ſpiritual Piſtempers, and for the reftoring us to 4 
=: ſound frame and conſtitution of Mind, wherein, as I have ſhewn, the na» 


203 ture of true holineſs properly conſiſts. 


* 


And that we muſt do too, not only now and then, but through the whole ; 


BP ployed in ſome or other of theſe holy Exerciſes ; not in a careleſs and ſuper- 
j.  ficial manner, but heartily, ſincerely, earneſtly, as for our lives ; for our 
4 lives, our eternal lives in a great meaſure depench upon it. For it is by our 
I ; continu3l exerciſe of thoſe holy Duties and the Grace of God always Accom- 
A ' panying of them, that our Hearts are inſenſibly raken off from Sin and the 
3 World, and raiſed up higher and higher towards God and Heaven, till at 
length our whole ſouls being ſanctified by a quick and lively Faith in Chriſt, 
Vs are made meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of ths Saints in light, 


And what cauſe have they who are ſo, to give thanks, as St. Paul here 
1 doth to God the Father for it? For the whole of our Salvation from firſt 
1 to Laſt, muſt be aſcribed unto him. It is begun, continued, and ended all 


in him. For it was he, (Joh. 3. 16.) who ſo lowed the World, that gave his 
; © enely Begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not Periſh,but 
7 buave everlaſting Life, (Rom. 8.32.) It was He, who ſpared not this 
' » bis Son, but delivered him up to be Temyted, to be ſcourged, to be Spit 
upon, to be Arraigned, Condemned, Crucified, and all for. us and our 
_ -  . Salvation. (As 3. 26.) It was He, who having raiſed up this his Son, 
Feſis, ſent him to bleſs us, by turning every one of us from his iniquities, 
&nd made him who knew uo Sin, to be Sin for us, (2 Cor. 5. 21.) that ws 
. might be made the righteouſneſ; of God in him, (Acts 5. 3 1.) It was he. 
who hath exalted him with his own right hand, to be both a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance and remiſſion of Sins, It is he, who hath 
paſſed by the greateſt part of Mankind, and hath revealed Himſelf and his 
Son to us, the unworthieſt of all his Creatures. It was he, who cauſed us to 
be born and bred within the pale of his holy Catholick Church. and in one 
of the ſoundeſt and pureſt parts of it upon the face of the whole Earth. It 
js he, who till continues the means of Grace te us, and us to them, and his 
Bleſſing both to them and us. It is he, who gives us his holy Spirit, to 
mortifie the deeds of the feſh, and to quicken us with newneſs of life; to 


us from evil, and to enable us todo, or ſuffer any thing we can for his ſake. 
; rc Believe the Goſpel, and gives us Grace to do it. In a word, It is 
Je, who hath ſent me, the unworthieſt of all his Miniſters, at this time to 
-acquaint you in his Name, how ye may be meet Partakers of the Iuberi- 
' ance of the Saints in light; and it is he alone can make you ſo, 1 
2 And therofore all who are ſo made, may well join with the Choir of 
Neaven, in thoſe Seraphick Anthems we find them Singing in Rev. y. 10. 12. 
Salvation to our God which fitteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb, Amen, 
Bleſing, and Glory, and Mi ſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, and Power, 
1 8nd Mig he be unto our God 6 ever axd ever, Amen, PE ag. 
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courſe of our lives, ſo as to be conſtantly, as much as poſſibly we can, m- 


raiſe up our Minds from the World, and fix them upon himſelf, to keep 


It is he, who calls upon us continually by the miniſtery of his Word, te re- 


